
ITALY & AUSTRIA


LAKES & 
MOUNTAINS



What they say… 
Guest of Mont Chalet Ortisei, July 2018: “We enjoyed a 
delightful 4 night stay in July in a silver suite, half board. 
The room was spacious, spottlessly clean and very stylish 
with a lovely peaceful view over the alpine meadow 
behind the hotel. The bathroom was large and very lovely 
with towels changed twice a day. The spa and pool 
facilities are very luxurious and the free hire of e bikes a 
great way to see the surrounding area. We ate in the 
restaurant each evening and the food was easily some of 
the best we have had, on a par with some Michelin 
restaurants we have eaten in. The service was attentive 
but unobtrusive and the Maitre D', Georgio, is very 
knowledgeable about the fine wine cellar and runs a very 
dedicated team. The receptionists were extremely 
obliging and welcoming, nothing too much trouble. Really 
we cannot recommend the hotel enough, a real find.”



Discover where, ironically, Tolkien got his inspiration 
for Lord of the Rings - the awe-inspiring Dolomites. 
How this ethereal landscape could have conjured up 
ideas of hideous orks, we’ll never know? But this proud 
corner of Northern Italy is spectacular & boasts the 
most amazing food in San Cassiono & Cortina. 

How about staying in a UFO?? One of, if not, the most 
unique hotels in Austria - architecturally astounding. 
‘Ufogel’ - directly translating into UFO bird…we’ll say 
no more…all will make sense when you get there! 
Perfect romantic retreat, Winter or Summer… 

So off the beaten track, there isn’t even a name for it. 
But trust me, wind up the mountains from San 
Cassiano in the Dolomites to ‘the woodcutters’ hut. He 
has no name. He just carves his intricate woodwork 
with not a care in the world, nor electricity! Honest, 
humble & HAS to be seen to be believed. And then 
we’re all sworn to keep him a secret!

Over the border into Austria, the exclusive resort of 
Lech is a bijou of a find. Not exactly undiscovered but 
just along the valley is the stunning freshwater lake of 
Zug - a perfect spot to unwind, escape and re-charge 
in one of the world’s most friendliest of countries. 
Supreme service. Warm welcomes. And unbelievably 
beautiful scenery. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
To name just a few…



If all this clean air & barefoot living begins to tire, there are 
plenty of cities to explore & get your urban fix. Be it the 
Imperial Austrian cities of Vienna & Salzburg. Or the Italian 
metropolitan maestro of Milan. All are easy reach from South 
Tyrol.

And if we’re in the habit on adding on countries, then let’s pop 
in Germany for good measure. Easily reached from Austria is 
the southern Bavarian town of Garmisch-Partenkirchen (gold 

star for anyone who can pronounce that correctly!). Home to the 
famous Eddie the Eagle Ski jump, this quaint cobblestoned 
Bavarian village is wonderful cultural add on following your 

alpine escape. And with one of the most remote & inspiring Spa 
hotels imaginable, Schloss Elmau this will be the perfect final 

hurrah for a fabulous Lakes & Mountains extravaganza! 

A trip to Northern Italy would not be complete without a trip to 
her alluring lakes; Como &/or Garda. And not forgetting the 
‘little cousin’ of Lake Iseo. Best avoided during July & August 
when the tourists flock, Spring & Autumn with the season of 
change is the perfect time to meander the lakeside roads.

And if 2 countries in one trip is not enough, then let’s add a 
3rd…Slovenia! Head to Lipica & see the Viennese Spanish 
Lippizaner horses ‘on their holiday’s’ out in the fields during the 
summer months. Home to the breeding centre & Stud Farm for 
this mighty, white beauties, this is where a lot of their training 
takes place ahead of their performances in Vienna. True Man & 
Beast Mastery at work. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Trip extension ideas…



FLIMS LAAX: Nestled in East of 
Switzerland this staggeringly 
beautiful area is heavily kept 
Swiss secret. Here you will find 
Switzerland’s most beautiful 
Mountain Lake as voted for by 
the Swiss (and they know pretty 
lakes when they see one!) The 
atmosphere is Swiss. Not 
touristy. And an abundance of 
flora & fauna to really savour 
the body & soul.  

ANDERMATT: A true hidden 
gem in the heart of Switzerland. 
Once the home to the Swiss 
Army (whom today are the only 
elected protectors to the Pope), 
Andermatt is a charming, 
traditional preserve mountain 
village with a plethora of hiking 
trails. 

GRINDELWALD: The Eiger 
village of Grindelwald in the 
Bernese Oberland lies 
embedded in a welcoming and 
green hollow, surrounded by a 
commanding mountainscape 
with the Eiger north face and 
the Wetterhorn. This 
mountainscape and the 
numerous lookout points and 

activities make Grindelwald one 
of the most popular and 
cosmopolitan holiday and 
excursion destinations in 
Switzerland. 

APPENZELL: With about 7,000 
inhabitants, Appenzell is the 
political, economic & cultural 
center of Appenzell 
Innerrhoden; the smallest of 
Switzerland’s 26 cantons. The 
car-free village beckons with 
pretty lanes & a myriad of small 
stores & boutiques that are 
ideal for shopping & browsing. 
Fantastic Folklore traditions! 
And with the legendary 
Berggasthaus Äscher an easy 
reach from Appenzell, this is 
one of Switzerland’s most 
authentic areas. Live like Heidi! 

ZURICH: Achingly elegant yet 
refreshingly laid back, Zurich is 
one of the World’s most 
cosmopolitan cities. Small 
enough to discover on foot yet 
perfectly connected by train to 
get out & about with ease. This 
city is very much Switzerland’s 
premier gateway to it’s pristine 
lands.

DESTINATIONS 



ACCOMMODATION IDEAS 
CIASA SALARES, San Cassiano, ITA - Family owned 
for, well longer than they will let on, this traditional 
hotel houses the most incredible surprises. Italy’s 
largest bio-organic wine cellar (4,000 wines 
considered ‘low stock’!), homemade chocolate cellar 
& a Michelin Star restaurant, this has to be one of 
the most warming hotels in the Dolomites. Luxury 
living for less - a true gem. Nothing is too much 
trouble…Grandmother knows best & she will indeed 
be there to Meet & Greet you on arrival!! 

MONT CHALET, Ortisei, ITA - The brainchild & 
brilliance of a young Italian couple, born & bred in 
the area - this is one of the most refreshing new-
comers to the Dolomites. “Exclusive. Unique. 
Private” are their three ‘buzz’ words used to simply 
describe this anything-but-simple boutique hotel. 
And they certainly deliver on this promise. Just 16 
suites, all with private hot tubs - this is Scandinavia 
meets Sella Ronda in perfect matrimony. Wellness is 
the heart of their philosophy with pioneering 
facilities in house. Along with a Mazeratti on hand to 
whisk you around the Dolomites, La Dolce Vita is the 
aim of the game.

ROSA ALPINA, San Cassiano, ITA - Firm family 
favourite! Sweetie jars in the reception are a big hit - 
with the “big & small’! The Pizzini family have 
triumphed in creating the most genuinely authentic 
Tyrolean hotel - nurtured through the INCREDIBLE 
team. World renowned 3 Michelin Star restaurant, St 
Hubertus is more of a ‘mweh, that’s just what we do’ 
- it’s all about the experience & service here. Utterly 
understated but overwhelming memorable. 



ACCOMMODATION IDEAS 
SAN LORENZO MOUNTAIN LODGE, Bolzano, ITA 
- “Mamma Mia” - is what you will take away from 
this unique lodge. No, not Pierce Brosnon - Stefano 
the owner of this lodge. A true Italian at heart; 
infectiously passionate in everything he does. After 
all, have you ever heard of a 19 hole golf course? 
No? Well, be prepared it first hand…along with his 
‘Ferrari’. No, I’m not referring to the car - but 
something else that Stefano will not allow me to 
divulge - you’ll just have to head here to find out!

UFOGEL, Debant, AUS - Literally translating as 
‘UFO bird’ this visually astounding and 
architecturally ground-breaking, this has to be one of 
the most unique hotels in the world. Seemingly 
hovering in air with never seen before views over the 
Tyrolean mountains, it boasts all the comforts you 
could want or need for. The most romantic retreat 
that is wholly made out of larchwood. Fully 
equipped with kitchen, sitting room & bedroom - it 
offers the ultimate ‘at one with nature’! 

SEVERINS, Lech, AUS - This new Alpine Retreat i 
stands for a whole new level of luxury in the 
legendary skiing and hiking area Lech am Arlberg. It 
combines naturalness, modern design, high-end 
technology, carefully selected materials and Austrian 
traditions in an entirely successful and harmonious 
way. At the same time, it is cosy and cosmopolitan. 
It’s small. It’s boutique. It’s a hideaway. It’s perfect!







GOOD TO KNOW… 

ESSENTIAL COUNTRY INFORMATION 

Austria Dialling Code: +41 (0041) 

Italy Dialling Code: +39 (0039) 

Currency: EUR (Euro) 

Time Difference: GMT + 1 (PST + 9) 

Languages spoken: Italian, Austrian, German, Ladin 

Electricity: European (2 pins).  

Essential Reading/Watching: James Bond, Goldfinger 

(filmed in Andermatt!) The Alps by Stephen O’Shea 

Altitudes:  Appenzell = 780m (2,560 ft). Andermatt = 
1,447m (4,747 ft). Murren = 1,640m (5,380 ft). 

Grindelwald = 1,304m (4,280 ft). 

ESSENTIAL PACKING LIST 

Body Warmers (Gilets) are very useful way of layering 
up for when the higher altitude resorts lead to cooler 

weather, particularly in the evenings.  

CAMERA! One can’t possibly be without a camera (or 

iPhone) when in this astoundingly beautiful country! 



hello@aliciantravel.com 
For full details or for just a general chit chat about all 

things travel, please do get in touch. I am poised, 
ready & will be delighted to talk! 

Lets’ get this journey started…


